II1. Carrying Out Health Technology Assessments

According to Article 42, Clause 2 of the NHI Act, the
NHIA must conduct a health technology assessment (HTA)
before an item is approved to be covered under the system
and its reimbursement rate is set. The factors considered in
the assessment are the item’s effect on human health, its cost
effectiveness, medical ethics, and the NHI system’s finances.
The same applies in determining whether a drug will be
covered and what its reimbursement rate will be.

Time is often urgent when considering new drugs and
new technologies. Because of the limited manpower and
resources the NHIA can devote to conducting assessments, its
primary HTA targets are usually more costly items that will

have a bigger impact on the NHI system’s finances. For an

item to undergo an HTA, it has to meet certain conditions, as
detailed below:
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